RICHFORD ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

April 14, 2011

President Darlene Gregoire called the regular meeting to order at 5:00 PM with members Connie Burns, Loren Doe, Wendell Fortier, Tim Green John Libbey, Albert Perry and Sue Wilson present. Also present were Laura Ovitt, Karen McGovern of VSAC, and Ave Leslie.

Darlene welcomed Karen, who explained the work she does with the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation. She works with adults in the community and meets clients in Richford offering a 1 hour free appointment. She can be reached by calling the 800 phone number and asking for the outreach program. She sometimes conducts workshops focusing on career exploration and returning to learning.

Motion made by Wendell Fortier, seconded by Loren Doe, to approve the minutes of the March 10 meeting. Darlene noted that e-Vermont paid for the refreshments for the April 13th forum. The motion carried.

Darlene reported on the forum, saying there were 40-50 in attendance with good representation from the school. Mr. Perigo will liaison with the state colleges to arrange workshops. Joanne Cummings will be contacting someone with the town to discuss the town’s website. The Snelling Center suggests there be no advertising on municipal sites. Darlene will send a letter to the school, thanking them for hosting the forum. The board determined there will be monthly steering committee meetings.

Connie Burns gave the financial report. Motion made by Sue Wilson, seconded by Wendell Fortier, to accept the report. The motion carried.

Connie requested $37.92 to reimburse petty cash, and $44.00 for a roll of stamps. Motion made by Sue Wilson, seconded by Loren Doe, to approve the expenses.

Connie Burns reviewed the marketing plan for the revolving loan fund. She distributed the narrative prepared for the quarterly report. Two applications were received – one is ineligible, the other is pending. The loan fund summary and application have been posted on the website.

Sue Wilson gave a fund-raising report. There is a commitment for 1 golf team, and three players on another team. NOTCH and Ave Maria will sponsor teams. Grey Gables will sponsor a hole, and give a gift certificate for closest to the pin on a par 3 hole. The committee will meet on April 25 and May 12 at 4:00 PM. Sue asked directors to let Laura know right away when they get commitments for teams and/or sponsors.

Loren Doe reported for the tax stabilization subcommittee. The committee met and prepared a draft application and a draft agreement, which they presented to the selectboard at the March 21 meeting. Loren said the selectboard appeared supportive. 
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Motion made by Albert Perry, seconded by Sue Wilson, to send a letter to the selectboard expressing REAC’s support for the plan developed by the committee. The motion carried. Laura will draft the letter for Darlene’s signature.

Darlene Gregoire reported for the website committee, saying the Go Daddy server needs to be renewed in May. She said options may be available through e-Vermont for a server.

Motion made by Sue Wilson, seconded by Loren Doe, to let Darlene decide on the server. The motion carried.

Albert Perry reported for the membership committee. He said there were 38 members; now there are about 50. 

Motion made by Albert Perry, seconded by Tim Green, to approve the new members. The motion carried. Albert asked to add Rossie Charron.

Albert reported a new property may potentially become a member.

Albert received a call from John Perkins, who would like to join REAC. The committee recommends not approving his request at this time.

Albert noted some members are businesses, some are individuals. The committee needs to determine how these will be counted for voting purposes.

Kate Stockman has not been active for several months. The committee will make a recommendation.

Darlene discussed the business park sign. The board agreed to work with Richard Ryea to repair the sign. Albert will meet with Richard.

Motion made by Sue Wilson to adjourn at 6:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Ovitt

Office Manager

