RICHFORD ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT CORPORATION
MEMBERSHIP MIXER

January 13, 2011

Present were Directors Darlene Gregoire, Connie Burns, Albert Perry, Tim Green, Richard Ryea, Stephanie Gagne, John Libbey, and Loren Doe; and members and guests Laura Ovitt, Sean Sheehan, Margo Sherwood, Marion Paul, Joe Pollender, Deb Green, Brent Lehouiller, Dan Parsons, Mary Mankin, Marianne Hall, Linda Collins, Pam Parsons, Nat Worman, Pam Gagnon, and Bruce Lovelette.

Sean Sheehan gave an overview of the e-Vermont Community Broadband Project, which will be conducted over the next year. The Digital Wish and Front Porch Forum components will begin next week. An all day workshop will be held March 5 at Lyndon State College, with sessions conducted by the Small Business Development Center and others. A public forum will be held in Richford in April. More information will be available in the near future.

Loren Doe presented on behalf of the tax stabilization proposal subcommittee, saying that – thanks to research conducted by Town Clerk Gary Snider – they have learned that the article that they would have asked to be warned for town meeting was actually approved in 1982. The committee will continue to meet with the selectboard to refine the policy and criteria proposed for a stabilization agreement.

Connie Burns presented information about the Revolving Loan Fund, giving an overview of the loan policy. Selectboard Chair Linda Collins noted the Town also has a loan fund, which is also available as a marketing tool.
Tim Green discussed REAC’s website, www.richfordvt.com, encouraging all businesses to be listed on the site. The site works in conjunction with the municipal website, www.richfordvt.org, which contains valuable municipal information.

