RICHFORD ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT CORPORATION
DIRECTORS – GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

July 14, 2011

President Darlene Gregoire called the general membership meeting to order at 5:15 PM at the Richford Country Club with Directors Connie Burns, Loren Doe, Wendell Fortier, Tim Green, John Libbey, Bill McGroarty, Albert Perry and Sue Wilson present. Also present were Laura Ovitt, Jim Walsh – Executive Director of Franklin County Regional Chamber of Commerce, and members Margo Sherwood, Carolyn Gendron, Doug Paul, Marion Paul, Joe Pollender, Mitch Coleman and Mary Mankin.

Guest speaker Jim Walsh said he had arrived early to play a round of golf, but had difficulty finding the Country Club. He suggested signage for Richford’s attractions. Jim explained the Chamber’s function and benefits. They work to promote businesses and tourism. He mentioned several positive press releases he has seen recently about Richford projects, and suggested several opportunities that might assist REAC’s efforts. He strongly recommended networking and partnering with existing organizations. Jim suggested using Comcast’s open access channels to promote local efforts. Jim said the monthly mixers for October and November still need sponsors. 
Loren Doe reported the selectboard voted to approve the tax stabilization proposal. They added a minimum assessed value for new construction of $250,000 to be eligible for the program.  He will contact Leon Thompson at the Messenger to publicize the program. The directors and membership congratulated and thanked the committee for their work.

Darlene Gregoire reported for the e-Vermont committee, saying a flip-camera has been received for the day camp, and will be housed at the library after camp has finished. Joanna Cummings of the Snelling Center for Government has been in touch regarding the websites. Darlene suggested she look at both the .com and .org sites and make recommendations. Laura noted Joanna will be a guest at the August 15 selectboard meeting.
Darlene reported for the website committee, saying all businesses who returned their paperwork are now on the site. Tim Green suggested a promotional video be made and posted on the site. 

Darlene noted an agenda item for the August meeting will be determining what committees are needed and what their focus will be.

Connie Burns gave an over-view of the REAC Business Loan Program, and distributed brochures.

Motion made by Albert Perry, seconded by Sue Wilson, to sponsor the Country Club’s Member/Guest Tournament. The motion carried.
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Darlene read a letter of resignation from Richard Ryea. Motion made by Albert Perry, seconded by Sue Wilson, to accept the resignation. The motion carried. Laura will send a letter thanking him for his service.

Laura will also send a letter to Kate Stockman thanking her for her service to the board.

Marion Paul gave a report about the Richford Farmer’s Market, which began in 1996 and is open on Saturdays from 9:00 to 1:00 June – October.

Tim Green will follow up on the application process for Official Business Directional Signs to improve visibility of Richford businesses. Tim will bring his findings to the next board meeting.

Tim Green will find out more about Vermont towns that have decided to conduct independent Act 68 audits and deliver a summary at the next board meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Ovitt

Office Manager
